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Anything Goes?

Contemporary British Painting
An Exhibition of Works by Members of Contemporary British Painting
Selected by Anna McNay

25 July - 5 August 2017
Private View: 26 July 6-9pm

“To be an artist today one has to create one’s own grammar first and then paint.”
[Howard Hodgkin]

Artists include: Day Bowman, Marco Cali, Ruth Calland, Simon Carter, Lucy Cox, Andrew Crane, Pen Dalton,
Lisa Denyer, Annabel Dover, Natalie Dowse, Fiona Eastwood, Wendy Elia, Terry Greene, Susan Gunn,

Susie Hamilton, Alex Hanna, Marguerite Horner, Barbara Howey, Phil lllingworth, Sue Kennington, Matthew
Krishanu, Andrew Litten, Cathy Lomax, Paula MacArthur, Enzo Marra, Nick Middleton, Paul Newman, Stephen
Newton, Gideon Pain, Mandy Payne, Ruth Philo, Freya Purdue, James Quin, Katherine Russell, Wendy
Saunders, Ehryn Torrell, Judith Tucker, Sean Williams
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Despite, and perhaps because of, the global, mass and social medial world in which it
exists, contemporary British painting is and remains something complexly personal, defined
as much by its breadth and multiple individualities as by any pervading style or theory. This
exhibition, drawn from the work of members of the Contemporary British Painting group,
does not seek to define what might well be an undefinable beast. In part an open call salon
and in part curated according to the tastes of art writer and editor Anna McNay, it brings
together a variety of works to combat the all too pervasive false transmission of painting as
reproduction (be it printed or digital) and to put paintings as objects in and of themselves
out there to be experienced by the public. The mixture of figurative and abstract (and
everything in between), mixed media, mixed scale, textured versus smooth and flat,
representational versus whimsically imagined, is a result both of the members’ varied
outputs and McNay’s own eclectic taste. Is it a case of anything goes? Almost certainly not,
but perhaps only time — and hindsight — will tell. While common themes and methods can
of course be noted, those that will persist —and survive —in 30 years’ time might only be
guessed at. For now, this is painting as a living example of the real in a time of the unreal.

About Contemporary British Painting:

Contemporary British Painting is an invitation-only, artist-led organisation, which explores and promotes
current trends in British painting through group exhibitions, talks, publications and the donation of paintings
to art museums.

Twitter: @paintbritain

About Anna McNay:

Anna McNay is an art writer and editor based in London. She is Assistant Editor of Art Quarterly and former
Deputy Editor of StateF22 magazine.

Twitter: @annamcnay

About Art Bermondsey Project Space

A non-profit independent gallery sponsored by Olympus, part of a Cultural Initiative Programme in association with
State Magazine. The Project Space provides a platform for fresh ideas in visual arts and embracing artists from all
cultures. Three gallery spaces, three floors, across three thousand square feet of a former 19th Century paper
manufacturers with a dedicated video-screening suite - the Art Bermondsey Project Space is one of London's most
dynamic contemporary art spaces.

www.project-space.london

Closest Underground Stops
London Bridge
Borough

BUS C10
Victoria - Canada Water
Stop: Bermondsey Street

OPENING TIMES
TUE-SAT 11am - 6pm
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Art Bermondsey Project Space
183-185 Bermondsey Street
London SE1 3UW
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